Introduction to Acting - SYLLABUS - FALL 2019

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Instructor: John Galas

Email: isgalas@uga.edu

Office: FINE ARTS - ROOM 358
Other Info: http://www.drama.uga.edu

For course syllabus posted prior to the beginning of the term, the instructor
reserves the right to make minor changes prior to or during the term. The
instructor will notify students, via e-mail or ELC announcement, when changes
are made in the requirements and/or grading of the course.

A. Title of Course: Introduction to Acting

B. Number of Course: THEA 2010

C. Term of Course: FALL 2018

D. Instructor of Course: John Galas

E. Pre-requisite Courses: None

F. Office Hours of Instructor: BY APPOINTMENT

G. Time of Course T/Th: 12:30PM - 1:45PM
H. Classroom Location FINE ARTS -ROOM 151

I. Office Location FINE ARTS - ROOM 358

Course Objectives

1. To Develop a Student’s skills of observation towards the world around them,
other people, and themselves.

2. To Promote a deeper understanding and appreciation for the amount of
preparation necessary to craft a performance.

3. To Instill a desire to become lifelong participants in the theatre as creators
and/or audience members and offer opportunities for limited
experimentation in various areas of theatre.

4. To educate on the basic principles of the Stanislavski acting method as well
as the use of them through body, voice, and text.

Required Texts/Materials

Notebook — Something for notetaking

Plays:

Trifles — Susan Gladspell (Can be found for free on Project Gutenberg)
She Kills Monsters — Qui Nguyen

Shape of Things — Neil Labute

Journal (More on this later)

Wear clothing to move or work out in. Something loose and comfortable. No open toed
shoes


http://www.drama.uga.edu/
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/59432/59432-h/59432-h.htm

Grading Breakdown

Grade Item

Points Possible

Class Attendance and Participation 250 points
Observation Journal 150 Points
Public Solitude Presentation 50 Points

Scripted Scene 100 Points
Video Review 100 Points
Response Paper 100 Points
Monologue S0 Points

Mid Term 100 points
Final 100 points

A: 940-1000
A-: 900-939
B+: 870-899
B: 840-869
B-: 800-839
C+: 770-799
C: 740-769
C-: 700-739
D: 650-699

F: 649 and below
Academic Calendar Fall 2019

Classes Begin - Aug. 14

Drop / Add - Aug. 14 - 20

Labor Day — Sept. 2 - NO CLASSES
Midterm - Oct. 7

Withdrawal Deadline - Oct. 21

Fall Break — Nov. 1 - NO CLASSES

Thanksgiving Break - Nov. 27 — 29 — NO CLASSES

Classes Resume — Dec. 2
Classes End - Dec. 4
Final Exams - Dec. 6 - 12

Grading: Based on a 1000 pts scale.



Attendance Policy

Departmental Attendance Policy: In all theatre and dance classes, attendance is crucial. For
purposes of grading, no distinction between excused and unexcused absences (excluding
recognized religious holidays and approved university functions) as absenteeism affects the
progress of the entire class.

Each absence in excess of 3 will lower your Final grade for the class a full

letter.

e Missing class and not inquiring about missed lessons reflects poorly on your
participation and effort. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY when you are absent to make up
the missed lesson. Make an appointment to see the instructor, ask classmates do
whatever is necessary to MAKE THE EFFORT TO SHOW YOU ARE INTERESTED IN
YOUR EDUCATION AND THE COURSE.

e If you know you will be absent in advance, please let the instructor know as this may
shape the lesson plan for that day. Also, this will allow you to know in advance what to
prepare for the following class.

o Ifyou are absent on a day that affects the group or partner’s experience, negative points
may be given.

e Lateness: If you arrive within 10 minutes of the beginning of class, leave during class
time, or leave class early, your partial absence constitutes 1/3 of a daily absence. If you
are more than 10 minutes late or leave class early or at any point during the class for
more than 10 minutes, you will be considered late.

Classroom Policy

* Respect: Respect for all persons at all times is necessary (Opinions, Cultural
Backgrounds,Sexual Preferences, Religion, etc.). Appropriate classroom etiquette is
expected(Attention during lectures, performances, exercises, etc.) The student is expected
to demonstrate a Commitment to the group dynamic and respect for the ensemble.

* To study performance is to study the human condition. The instructor reserves the right
to address controversial issues as they relate to the acting process. Sometimes texts,
topics or characters explored in class might use language or subjects that are
uncomfortable for you personally. Understand your limits and the limits of others and be
open to discover strategies for respectfully handling these situations. Constructive
criticism of classmate’s work is necessary is expected to be respectful to the person and
the goals of the course.

* Physical Contact from Instructor: It may be necessary for your instructor to make
physical contact with you to determine breathing, muscle tension, alignment, etc. or in
the form of interactive role play. If this ever makes you feel uncomfortable, please let the
instructor know immediately.

* Sexual Harassment: This course will observe the University’s policy for avoiding sexual
harassment. However, because theatre imitates human behavior and because sexuality is
a significant part of human behavior, some materials in this course may deal with sexual
behaviors, situations, stereotypes and language. People easily offended by such subject
matter may want to reconsider taking this course.

* Academic Integrity Policy: Scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be



prosecuted to the fullest extent. You are expected to have read and understood the
current issue of the university and departmental handbooks regarding student
responsibilities and rights, and the intellectual property policy, for information about
procedures and about what constitutes acceptable on campus behavior.

https:/ /honesty.uga.edu/Academic-Honesty-Policy/

* Technology: cell phone, tablet, computer use during class time is prohibited other than
for note taking and specific assignment use.

* Food Policy: No food, drinks (except bottled water), or tobacco is allowed in any class,
theatre or performance space at any time.



https://honesty.uga.edu/Academic-Honesty-Policy/

